The Mark Mulligan Venturing Achievement Award
The Capitol District Unit Achievement Award Criteria Guide

Background

The Mark Mulligan Venturing Award is a district unit achievement award dedicated to Mark Mulligan, an individual[image: image1.jpg]


 who exemplifies ‘Delivering the Promise’ of Scouting.  Mark has been instrumental in fostering the Venturing program witihin The Capitol District and BAC. 

The Venturing Oath challenges young men and women to strengthen America, to be faithful in religious duties, to help others, and to seek truth, fairness, and adventure in our world.  Ventures support their Code by believing that America’s strength lies in their trust in God and in the courage, strength, and traditions of our people.  Ventures commit to maintain a personal sense of honor in life, treasure the American heritage and do whatever they can to preserve and enrich it.  They recognize the dignity and worth of all humanity and use fair play and goodwill in their daily life.  They live the Venturing attitude that seeks the truth in all things and adventure of our changing world.

Award

The award is presented to a Venturing Crew that displays the values of Scouting as personified by Mark. The Capitol District recognizes one Venture Crew each year
 for achieving the criteria listed in the next section.
Venture Patrols may compete for this award if they (a) pursue a distinct program within their Troop giving them a distinct identity
 and (b) they meet the other requirements of this award (overall Troop actions may not be used to qualify however specific Venture Patrol actions do).
The awards are silver trophy cups that inclued a inscription and are engraved with the unit designation and year of award.  The award is presented by the District Chairman to the winning unit. The cups are to be returned to the District Special Recognition and Awards Sub-committee by April.


Criteria

Units should consistently demonstrate the following criteria. It is not necessary to meet all of the criteria to be considered. Unit leaders or their Commissioners are encouraged to submit a written nomination describing the units achievements for the scouting year preceeding May 1. Feel free to attach unit newsletters, scanned news paper articles or other pertinent information. Nominations must be received no later than the March roundtable cut-off date. Nominations may also be mailed to Chuck Roydhouse, 217 Dewey Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401 or emailed to chuckroyd@comcast.net.

Crews can earn the district unit achievement award by:

· Implementing a program of exciting and meaningful activities that helps the crew pursue their special interests, grow, develop leadership skills, and become good citizens
· Providing positive experiences to help young people mature and to prepare them to become responsible and caring adults
· Implementing a high adventure program that helps to provide team-building opportunities, meaningful experiences, practical leadership application, and lifelong memories to young adults
· Maintaining an active youth officer lead crew
· Demonstrating support in strengthening America through civic and volunteer activities within our communities, religious organizations and their chartering organization
· Teaching skills to younger scout participating in BSA and GSUSA units throughout the year
· Seeking truth, fairness and adventure in our world by attending at least one Council Venture Rendezvous, or general scouting group activity
 per year
· Using the Venturing advancement program to recognize the youth's competence and ability

· Promoting achievement of Bronze, Gold, Silver, Ranger, Quatermaster, Quest, Trust, Shooting and Leadership Awards
· Achieving 100 percent youth and adult in position training
· Supporting the welcoming home of our military each year
· Helping others by participating in and volunteering to assist at several District events
 
· Supporting yearly Friends of Scouting campaigns
.
· Achieving Gold or Silver Journey to Excellence status year after year
� Units are not eligible to receive the award in consecutive years.


� Characteristics of a distinct identity include a Venturing Patrol Assistant Scout Master, distinct Venturing Patrol activities, and a Venturing Patrol high adventure summer program which is separate from Troop program.


� General scouting group activities include out of Council events, international activities, participation in the University of Scouting, or similar group activity.


� District events include but are not limited to Roundtable participation, merit badge events, pinewood derby, Camporee, Camp Tomahawk, food drive, popcorn sales, and working with other Crews to promote superior Crew programs.


� Support may be service related or financial. Contributions by a family to any BSA program qualify.





